Amendments to the Specification 

Please replace the existing Abstract with the following amended Abstract: 

A surgical suturing device having an axis extending between a proximal 
end and a distal end is operable to move a suture through body tissue. A handle 
assembly is coupled to an elongated shaft having a hollow configuration. An actuating 
rod is disposed to extend between the handle assembly and the shaft. A needle 
assembly at the distal end of the actuating rod is movable with the actuating rod 
between an extended state and a retracted state. Bifurcated portions of th e ne e d l e 
assemb l y define a suture slot , tho b i furcatod port i ons have bv having a proximate 
relationship wh e n th e n ee d le ass e mb l y i s in the retracted state and having a separated 
relationship wh e n th o n oo d le ass e mb l y i s in the extended state. The needle assembly is 
biased to the retracted state and the bifurcated portions are biased to the separated 
relationship. A handle assembly is operable to move the needle assembly between a 
free suture state and a captured suture state. In an assoc i at e d m e thod of us e , th e 
nood l o i s b i furcatod to form at l oast ono pair of arms to f i nd i ng a suturo s l ot. 
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